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NWS Field Offices & Decision Support Services
▸ Locally-Focused
▸ Adaptable & Scalable
▸ Consistent Message with 

National Centers forecasts
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Service Driven by Local Partner 
Weather Intel Needs & Thresholds



Daily Local NWS Weather Intel - Routine
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NHC & NWS WFO Timeline of Products
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Short 
Term

Plan/Prepare Implement Plan Last 
Chance Recovery

Ongoing

Briefings
Media  Interviews

Social Media  
NWSChat

Web Graphics
If confidence 

increasing and trends 
are right, HTI may 

commence as early as 
72 hours out

WFO
Forecasts &

Graphical HWO WFO
Forecasts, Watches & Warnings

TCV, HLS, & HTI



Point-n-Click 
Forecast
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Trop. Storm 
Conditions 
Possible

Trop. Storm 
Conditions 
Possible

Trop. Storm 
Conditions 
Possible

Trop. Storm 
Conditions 
Possible

▸ 7-Day Guidance
▸ Site-Specific 
▸ Derived from NWS 

Gridded Forecast 
Database

▸ Incorporates NHC & 
Probabilistic Wind Data

▸ Updated Frequently



Graphical Hazardous 
Weather Outlook
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▸ 7-Day guidance for weather 
hazards (thunderstorms, heat, cold, 
rip currents, etc.) 

▸ Can be used ahead of Watch & 
Warning phase

▸ Users should transition to Hurricane 
Threats & Impacts Graphics (HTI) 
during watch & warning phase

https://weather.gov/erh/ghwo?wfo=WFO 



Hurricane Local 
Statement (HLS) 
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▸ Overview of tropical watches, 
warnings, storm information, and 
potential impacts for WFO’s area of 
responsibility 

▸ Ideal for partners who need high - level 
overview (i.e. media) of each threat:
▸ Wind, Storm Surge, Flooding Rain, and 

Tornadoes
▸ Updated with every National Hurricane 

Center Advisory Package 



Tropical Cyclone
VTEC Product (TCV) 
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▸ More specific, county and zone -based 
information, including Watch & Warning 
products

▸ Triggers Emergency Alert System (EAS), TV 
Network Crawls, and Wireless Emergency 
Alerts (WEA) 

▸ Hazards-based information drawn from 
forecast database and HTI information
▸ Where, What, When, How Long

▸ Very long product designed to be parsed 
by web display and other applications 



Accessing Local Products



Hurricane Threats & Impacts (HTI)

Answers the Question:
“What Should We Plan & Prepare For?”

NOT 
“What Can We Expect?” 

▸ Colorized threat maps with potential 
impact statement for primary hazards
▸ Wind 
▸ Storm Surge
▸ Flooding Rain
▸ Tornadoes 

▸ Incorporates probabilistic guidance (not 
expected conditions) to highlight threat



Hurricane Threats & Impacts (HTI)



Shorter -Fused Warnings
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▸ Issued during the onset and impact phase
▸ Tornado (Impact-Based) 
▸ Flash Flood (Impact-Based) 
▸ Extreme Wind Warning
▸ Special Weather Statements (SPS) 



Hurricane Irma

Extreme Wind Warning

EWW’s Main Message 
“It’s Time to Shelter Within Your Shelter!” 

▸ Requirements: 
▸ Hurricane is a category 3+ AND
▸ Sustained surface winds of 100 knots (115 

mph) or greater are occurring or are 
expected to occur within one hour

▸ Valid time 2 hours or less
▸ Alerted via NWR/EAS, Mobile devices, and 

accessible through NWS Point and Click Pages
▸ Warning issued when there is an imminent 

threat to life & property



Local & Post-Storm Reports

▸ Local Storm Report – LSR
▸ Reports of preliminary damage, wind 

gusts, flooding, & potential tornado 
activity

▸ Post-Storm Report – PSH
▸ Issued within 5 days of last TCV & used 

to record and document local impacts
Updated as information becomes 
available



Adaptable 
& 

Scalable 
Support
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Enhanced

DeployedEnhanced

Routine



NWS-SR-MLB Tim S 11:30 p.m.
KMLB Radar Reflectivity 11:27 p.m.

Radar indicates well developed supercell with persistent rotation has pushed onshore Citrus County. This storm is expected to approach Lake County around 12:20 - 12:30 a.m.

NWS-SR-MLB Dave S 12:01 a.m.
Tornado Warning forthcoming for portions of northern Lake County as strong rotation persists within the supercell. This storm has a history of producing damage and 
extreme caution is urged given the time of night! Current trajectory of the storm takes it near Wildwood, Fruitland Park, and Leesburg area between 12:20 - 12:25 a.m.

Last reply 2 min. ago

WxBot APP 12:03 a.m.
Melbourne FL: issues TORNADO WARNING (TOR 003) for NORTHERN LAKE through 12:45 a.m. Thu. Feb. 2, 2023. 

EM-Lake-John S 11:33 p.m.

Thanks for the update, Tim. Now hearing of unconfirmed reports of damage in Crystal River. We are watching closely. 



Local NWS 
Tropical Products 
& Impacts-Based 
Decision Support 
Services

Will Ulrich
Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist
NWS Melbourne


	Local NWS Tropical Products & Impacts-Based Decision Support Services
	Information Flow
	National Centers
	NWS Field Offices & Decision Support Services
	Daily Local NWS Weather Intel - Routine
	NHC & NWS WFO Timeline of Products
	Point-n-Click Forecast
	Graphical Hazardous Weather Outlook
	Hurricane Local �Statement (HLS) 
	Tropical Cyclone�VTEC Product (TCV) 
	Accessing Local Products
	Hurricane Threats & Impacts (HTI)
	Slide Number 13
	Shorter-Fused Warnings
	Extreme Wind Warning
	Local & Post-Storm Reports
	Adaptable & �Scalable Support
	Slide Number 18
	Local NWS Tropical Products & Impacts-Based Decision Support Services

