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NOAA TECHNICAL MEMORANDA

National Weather SerTice, Tropical Prediction Center Subseries

The National Weadler Service Tropical ~iction Center (TPC) subseries provides an infom1al medium for dle-documentation and quick dissemination of results
not appropriate, or not yet ready. for fonnal publication. The series is used to repon on work in progress, to describe technical procedures and practices, or
to telate progteSS to a limited audience and hence will not be widely distributed.81

1" Technical MemoraIKla originated at me Tropical Prediction Center prior to die establishment of this series are listed below. They were published as ESSA
Technical MemoraIKla, WBTM or NOAA Technical Memomxia, NWS SR or NWS NHC.

Beginning with WBTM SR 38. the papers are available from the National Technical Infonnation Service. U.S. Department of Commerce, 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA, 22151 (Phone: 703-487-4650). Order by accession number shown in parenthesis at elxl of each entry.
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PREFACE

This version of the Deadliest, Costliest, and Most Intense United States Hurricanes of This
Century is an update through the 1995 hurricane season of Hebert, Jarrell and Mayfield (1995).
This update is largely to include the 1995 season and adds infonnation on hurricanes affecting Puerto
Rico and the U. S. Virgin Islands.

Infonnation for Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, given in Table 14, was provided by
Hans Rosendal and Raphael Mojica of the Weather Service Forecast Offices in Honolulu and San
Juan, respectively.

During 1995 the fornler National Meteorological Center, which included the National Hurricane
Center, was re-organized into the National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP). Under
NCEP, the National Hurricane Center became the Tropical Prediction Center (TPC) to more
accurately reflect the majority of its operational products being non-hurricane related, routine
tropical forecasts. The name "National Hurricane Center" was retained to apply to the hurricane
operations desk at TPC. We will follow the convention of using "NHC" to refer to the previous
National Hurricane Center, "TPC" to refer to the current center and "TPC/NHC" to refer to the
hurricane operations desk ofTPC.
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ABSTRACT

Lists of the thirty United States deadliest and costliest land falling hurricanes during this century
have been compiled from all data sources available at the Tropical Prediction Center (TPC).
Damages are given both before and after adjustment for inflation. In addition, all major hurricanes
which have made landfall in the United States during this century are listed. Some additional
statistics on United States hurricanes of this and previous centuries and tropical cyclones in general
are also presented.

1. INTRODUCnON


